History Mission Statement

The history curriculum at Hilltop draws from and makes full use of the
immediate and wider local area, enabling children to develop a deep
understanding of the rich history of their locality.

Topics are informed by the national curriculum and are sensitive to
children’s interests, as well as the context of the local area. The history
curriculum at Hilltop is carefully planned and structured to ensure that
current learning is linked to previous learning and that the school’s
approaches are informed by current pedagogy. In line with the national
curriculum 2014, the curriculum at Hilltop aims to ensure that all pupils:
» Gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that
of the wider world which helps to stimulate pupils’ curiosity to know more
about the past;

» Are encouraged to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh
evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement;

» Begin to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of
change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different
groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.

Implementation

All learning will start by revisiting prior knowledge. This will be scaffolded
to support children to recall previous learning and make connections.
Staff will model explicitly the subject-specific vocabulary, knowledge and
skills relevant to the learning to allow them to integrate new knowledge
into larger concepts. Learning will be supported through the use of
knowledge organisers that provide children with scaffolding that supports
them to retain new facts and vocabulary in their long term memory.
Knowledge organisers are used for pre-teaching, to support home learning
and also as a part of daily review.

Learning is reviewed after a minimum of two weeks so that the teacher
can assess whether the learning has transferred to long term memory and
so that teachers can check whether information has been retained.
History assessment is ongoing throughout the relevant cross-curricular
themes to inform teachers with their planning lesson activities and
differentiation. Our historians will be given a variety of experiences both



in and out of the classroom where appropriate to create memorable
learning opportunities and to further support and develop their
understanding.

Impact

Through the high quality first teaching of History taking place we will see
the impact of the subject in several ways.

Through pupil voice children will be able to talk about the skills and
knowledge they have acquired. Children will be engaged in History lessons
and want to find out more. Children will complete research independently
through projects and to further their own enjoyment about the subject or
topic.

Work will show that a range of topics is being covered, cross curricular
links are made where possible and differentiated work set as appropriate.
This differentiation will clearly focus on the learning objective being
taught.

As historians, children will learn lessons from history to influence the
decisions they make in their lives in the future. Assessments and
monitoring will show standards in History will be high and will match
standards in other subject areas.



